
 

2018 Accomplishments 

 
Funding 
Because of supporters like you, 2018 was our most successful year of fundraising yet! Since our 2016 
founding, generous individuals, businesses, and organizations have contributed over $98,000 in 
donations and grants. 
 
Property 
We explored farm properties and refined our property guidelines to help as we search for the right 
location within an hour's drive of Richmond, VA.  
 
Outreach 
We continued to bring attention to our mission and vision by exhibiting at 12 events throughout the 
year. We also saw our online followers and newsletter subscribers grow to 3,500 supporters.  
 
Annual Events 
We raised awareness and over $9,000 at the first annual Porchlight 5k, with over 200 participants. 
 
Education 
We traveled to two farm sanctuaries in New York to volunteer, tour, and expand our knowledge. 
Throughout the year, board members also attended nonprofit development classes and received 
professional consultations to strengthen and support the leadership and vision of Porchlight. 
 
 
Looking Ahead 
 
If you’ve been following Porchlight’s progress for a while, you may have heard that an anonymous 
supporter offered to purchase a property and provide a lease to own opportunity for the sanctuary over 
the summer. Unfortunately, the closing didn’t happen due to circumstances beyond our control. We 
have continued our fundraising efforts with the plan of either purchasing a property outright, 
negotiating a donor financing arrangement, or receiving a property donation that meets our required 
specifications.  

We have maintained very low overhead during our three years of operation without any paid staff, 
thanks to our dedicated group of volunteers. This means that aside from the minimal costs associated 
with nonprofit administration and fundraising, all funds raised have gone toward a reserve that will be 
used for the purchase and infrastructure development of the physical sanctuary. We have over $80,000 
available in the reserve. Funds raised consist of individual donations, grants, and sponsorships, including 
a generous start-up grant from the folks at Vegan Action, a national nonprofit working to eliminate 
animal suffering, reduce environmental impacts, and improve human health through a vegan diet. 

After extensive property searching and establishing our minimum property needs, we estimate that 
$100,000-$130,000 is needed to purchase land. Once a property is selected, we’ll need to raise 
additional funds to build animal housing and other infrastructure. If we can negotiate a donor financing 
arrangement, it's possible that we could acquire a property sooner without having to raise all of the 
money upfront. 

It is our hope that within this year, we'll be able to finally make that property announcement we've all 
been waiting for! 

 

https://www.porchlightsanctuary.org/frequently-asked-questions/
https://www.porchlightsanctuary.org/frequently-asked-questions/
https://vegan.org/

